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Abstract 
This study aims to describe how the Group Investigation technique affects the class dynamic 
learning of English Speaking practice and how the Group Investigation technique affects the 
students’ cooperative learning in English Speaking practice by Year-10 students of SMA Negeri 
3 Pontianak in Academic Year 2013/2014. This study is a case study. The subject in this study is 
the students of class 10F which consist of 35 students. This research uses observation, 
interview, and documentation technique. Data is analyzed using a formula to find out the 
percentage of class dynamic learning. The result of analysis shows the percentage of class 
dynamic learning 77.97% with criteria good learning. This result indicates that group 
investigation technique affect the students’ English speaking practice which is shown from the 
students’ positive response on every aspect being observed during the learning process. The 
result of interview indicates that Group investigation makes students work cooperatively in 
group and they can build a new relationship with people who culture and tradition are different 
from them 
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INTRODUCTION 
Speaking is an interactive process of 
constructing meaning that involves 
producing and receiving and processing 
information (Brown; Burns & Joyce; cited 
in Cunningham, 1999). In this case, there 
are two persons or more, first, who produce 
oral language and the other(s) who receives 
and processes information from the 
speaker. It is interactive because there are 
response and interaction between 
communication participants. In other 
words, the partner(s) has a crucial role in 
speaking. 
Speaking is an integral part of 
people’s daily lives. By speaking, people 
communicate each other in order to 
exchange information. Thus, learning 
speaking in English is not far from practice. 
Even it is suggested to practice directly 
likes the expression “Everyday is English”. 
Similarly speaking in Indonesia as the first 
students’ language everyday at home and at 
school make students able to deliver 
language in the right form. By practicing, 
the learners can improve their speaking and 
thus increase their language-use skills. 
However, Senior High School 
students should have been able to speak 
English well because they have learnt 
English since the Elementary School for 
some students and since Junior High School 
for the others. In the spite of the fact, their 
poor capability of speaking English is due 
to their lack of speaking practice with a 
foreigner both inside and outside the school 
setting. 
One of the solutions to this type of 
weakness is that the teacher needs to design 
a group project which is called Group 
Investigation technique. In this project, 
students work together (each group consists 
of 4-5 heterogeneous students) to 
communicate with native speakers, and it 
takes place outside the school setting. 
2 
 
Brown et al. cited in Luoma 
(2009:22) characterized two purposes 
people are talking to each other such as: 
chatting (listener-related talk) and 
information-related talk (Luoma, 2009:22). 
Brown et al. define chatting as the 
exchange of amiable conversational turns 
with another speaker. Chatting is a large 
part of someone’s social life. It aims to 
build a social contact and to warm the 
atmosphere around. When the people chat, 
the topic is not necessarily discussed very 
deeply. However, it is important to create a 
positive condition, so the conversation goes 
well as a part of social life. The other 
dimension of kinds of talk is information-
related talk, refers to speech aimed at 
transferring information on a particular 
topic. It is also very much a part of 
teaching-learning situations (Luoma, 
2009:23).  As the name, the purposes of 
information-related talk are to get the 
message and to confirm that the listener has 
understood it. Based on this theory, the 
researcher perceives that Group 
Investigation is categorized as the 
information-related talk. 
Sharan and Sharan cited in Slavin 
(2005:24) argue that group investigation is 
general classroom-organization plan in 
which students work in small group using 
cooperative inquiry, group discussion and 
cooperative planning and project. Group 
investigation technique implies the student 
to interact with each other since the 
planning of the project, investigating the 
native speakers, until evaluating. Mainly, 
the communicative way happening when 
students do the investigation. The new 
experience to face and investigate native 
speakers will encourage them to speak 
because they have responsibility for their 
project. All of partners and good 
preparation also enhance learners’ intrinsic 
motivation to communicate by using polite 
language.  
Zingaro (2008:1) defines that Group 
Investigation as of four important 
components, they are investigation, 
interaction, interpretation and intrinsic 
motivation. Zingaro describes investigation 
as “the fact that groups focus on the process 
of inquiring about a chosen topic,” 
interaction as “a hallmark of all cooperative 
learning methods, required for students to 
explore ideas and help one another learn”, 
interpretation “occurring when the group 
synthesizes and elaborates on the findings 
of each member in order to enhance 
understanding and clarity of ideas”, and 
intrinsic motivation being “kindled in 
students by granting them autonomy in the 
investigative process.” 
Group investigation is complicated 
group learning. In GI, students’ creativity, 
patience, tolerance, diligently is needed. 
The group does not only imitate the 
knowledge, but also explore it in the team. 
They start by designing independent 
learning project, completing them 
successfully, and reporting the result 
appropriately. 
In spite the focus of Group 
Investigation on students’ activities, the 
role of teacher is still needed in the 
implementation of this technique as a 
resource, guide, consultant, and classroom 
manager (Pederson and Digby cited in 
Mitchell et.all, 2008). The following are 
several teachers’ roles in GI: (a) Teacher’s 
roles as the resource and facilitator in the 
classroom. Teacher should be able to watch 
students’ team work by walking around and 
helping their problems in group interaction. 
Teacher listens, makes expressions, gives 
unjudge reactions, and motivates students 
to participate (Slavin, 2005:217); (b) 
Teacher adapts the step foundation of 
Group Investigation related students’ 
background, age, ability, and time (Slavin, 
2005:218); (c) In step 1 (identifying topic), 
teacher makes all the suggestion topics 
available to the whole class, either by 
writing them on the board or by duplicating 
them and distributing a copy to each student 
(Sharan and Sharan, 1990 as Slavin, 
2005:220-221); (d) In step 2, teacher gives 
a copy of worksheet to each group which 
contains questions that relevant to the 
planning step (Slavin, 2005:222). Figure 2 
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is an example of the worksheet (Sharan and 
Sharan, 1990:18); (e) In preparing a final 
report, teacher convinces the members of 
the steering committee who has function 
hearing each group’s plan for its report. 
Teacher writes down each group’s requests 
for special materials and coordinates the 
schedule. With the teacher’s guidance, the 
committee members make sure that the 
ideas for presentation are varied and clear 
and can indeed be carried out. The teacher 
continues in the role of advisor, helping the 
committee where needed, and reminding 
them that each group’s plan should involve 
all its members (Sharan and Sharan, 
1990:20 as Slavin, 2005:223-224); (f) In 
assessing learning in GI, teacher evaluates 
students’ higher-level thinking about the 
topic they have learnt. Evaluation focuses 
on the application of knowledge to new 
problems, the use of inferences, and the 
drawing of conclusions (Sharan and Sharan, 
1990:20 as Slavin, 2005:226-227). 
Alternatively, teacher makes students 
reconstruct the investigation process that 
had been applied and classify step by steps 
of their work (Slavin, 2005:228).  
Implementing Group Investigation 
technique for English speaking can give 
some advantages, they are: (a) to teach 
students initiative and self-reliance; (b) 
improves positive inter-ethnic relations. 
Group investigation even promotes positive 
social interaction among classmates from 
different ethnic groups (Hertz-Lazarowitz et 
al., Sharan in press, Sharan et al., Sharan 
and Rich, Sharan and Shachar cited in 
Sharan and Sharan, 1990); (c) enhance 
intrinsic motivation (Zingaro, 2008:1). 
Group investigation has strong roots in 
giving students control over their learning. 
The goals and similar vision of members 
influence the successful of team. It can be 
achieved only if all of members aware that 
they have responsibility to support their 
team and have a want to give the best for 
their group. Initiative, trust, humble, 
understanding, appreciate each other, strong 
unity, self-reliance, etc are needed in this 
work.  
METHOD 
 The method used in this research is 
case study. The population of research in 
this study was Year-10 students of SMA 
Negeri 3 Pontianak in Academic Year 
2013/2014. They consist of 6 (six) classes. 
The population numbers are 215 students. 
The sample of the research is a cluster 
sampling which is selected at random. In 
this research, the researcher took the class F 
as the sample of this research which 
consists of 35 students. 
This research used observation, 
interview, and documentation technique. 
The observation is aimed to observe 
students’ dynamic learning when applying 
the Group Investigation technique. By 
using direct observation, the researcher is 
able to observe social interaction that 
happened between the teacher and the 
students; and students and their peers. The 
observation scheme is used to make the 
observation activity run systematically. The 
researcher limits the aspects that being 
observed into 6 aspects where these aspects 
is adapted from Mabruroh (2011) who did a 
research about group investigation 
technique in English learning. Then, these 
aspects are modified by researcher based on 
the needs of research., they are: (a) Students 
concern toward teacher’s explanation; (b) 
Students cooperative in group; (c) The 
students activeness in present the material; 
(d) Students concern toward other group 
presentation; (e) The students’ activeness in 
asking question; and (f) The students’ 
activeness in answering questions in group. 
 For interview, four students (as the 
main informants) who represent four native 
speakers in West Kalimantan-Dayaknese, 
Malay, Tionghoa, and Maduresse were 
interviewed using in depth interview. The 
researcher use structural interview by 
preparing the questions to be used in 
interview. The questions are about the use 
of group investigation technique before and 
after the technique implemented.  
 In planning what the researcher is 
going to do with the group investigation 
technique, the following procedures are 
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applied: (a) Observing groups’ presentation 
in the English class; (b) Interviewing Year-
10 students of “SMA Negeri 3 Pontianak” 
in Academic Year 2013/2014; (c) 
Interviewing the English teacher who given 
the project to the students; (d) Collecting 
students’ group essay report; (e) Analyzing 
students’ dynamics learning based on 
observation checklist; (f) Analyzing 
students’ answer; (g) Analyzing teacher’s 
answer; (h) Analyzing students’ group 
essay report; (i) Concluding the results 
 Group Investigation in SMAN 3 
Pontianak is offered as an English 
structured assignment for Year-10 students. 
The group project is limited for one week 
or according to the agreement between 
students and teacher. The form is in 
interview of native speakers and it happens 
outside of classroom. The groups find out 
the information from the native speaker(s) 
who is (are) the most potential person to 
know the real facts about the cultures in 
West Kalimantan. 
 The GI technique is applied to 
English speaking practice. The topic is 
decided by teacher and the students can 
choose the subtopic. In preparation, the 
students do not necessarily use English 
when they have discussion and interview 
the native speaker(s). Then, the group will 
work together to present the report in the 
classroom by using English and the rest of 
the class play role to evaluate their report.  
Application of this research is 
expected to be a reference for English 
teacher to improve students’ interest and 
academic achievement in speaking. The 
using of Group Investigating is expected to 
help students in improving speaking ability 
in society. In addition, this research is the 
chance for researcher to apply the 
knowledge at school to apply the theories 
into practice. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Results 
The researcher observed students in 
learning process at class by using 
observation sheet. This observation was 
done in learning process of using Group 
Investigation technique for speaking 
practice at Year-10 students of SMA Negeri 
3 Pontianak. The aim is to know the 
learning dynamic when group investigated 
is implemented. After doing the 
observation, the researcher then evaluated 
the result. It could be seen in Table 1. 
After doing analysis on the 
observation, the percentage of class 
dynamic learning can be calculated. Based 
on the above table, the total score of 
observation is 655 with maximum score for 
each aspect being observed is 140, the 
maximum score for all aspects is 840, and 
the average score is 18.72.  Furthermore, 
the following formula is used to calculate 
the class dynamic learning when Group 












           = 77.97 % 
The percentage of class dynamic learning is 
77.97 %. This point is considered into 
“good learning”. This finding indicates that 
most of the students joined the class 
enthusiastically. Most students gave 
positive response on every aspects being 
observed during the learning process. Based 
on the observation, most students gave 
positive response on every aspects being 
observed during the learning process. 
In-depth interview was also used to 
support the result of observation. The 
interview was done to the four students as 
the representatives. The questions in 
interview was limited into three main 
questions which is covered learning 
preparations by using Group Investigation 
technique, the implementation, and the 
effect of Group Investigation technique 
toward the speaking practice at Year- 10 
students of SMAN 3 Pontianak in academic 
Year 2013/2014.  
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Table 1. Result of Observation 
  Aspects Observed Total  
1 2 3 4 5 6 
Total 123 107 113 110 100 102 655 
Maximum Score 140 140 140 140 140 140 840 
Average Score 3.5 3.1 3.22 3.14 2.86 2.9 18.72 





     












1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1 5W+1H 20 15 10 20 20 20 15 20 20 20 
2 
synchronization 
of question and 
answer 




20 15 10 20 15 20 20 15 10 20 
4 English 20 15 10 15 20 15 20 10 15 20 
5 a. Title 5 3,5 2 5 5 5 5 3,5 5 5 




10 8 6 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
Total  100 75 50 95 95 95 93.5 83,5 85 98,5 
            Grade  A A A A A A A 
 
Moreover, these three questions are 
developed into the specific aspects. The 
result of interview shows that most students 
said that group investigation technique 
brings advantages for speaking practice. 
They stated that group investigation 
technique give them a new way to learn by 
entering the environment to find out what 
they need related to their project 
investigation. Group investigation makes 
students work cooperatively in group and 
they can build a new relationship with 
people who culture and tradition are 
different from them. 
Beside the result of observation and 
interview, the researcher also evaluated the 
investigation report of each group. The 
criteria includes 7 aspects, they are the use 
of 5W (what, where, when, who) + 1H 
(how) (this aspects used based on the 
English material taught that is about 
“finding information)”, the synchronization 
of question and answer, the authentic 
material, the use of English, title, neatness, 
and group diversity. The result of group’s 
report could be seen in Table 2. 
Generally, it can be seen from the 
table above that all reports made by each 
group got grade A for their report.  Every 
group got the higher average score from 5 
aspects being assessed. Finally, the result of 
observation, interview, and group report 
can give the description that the use of 
group investigation technique give 








This research was done to describe 
the class dynamics learning of Year-10 
students in SMA Negeri 3 Pontianak in 
Academic Year 2013/2014 when they apply 
Group Investigation Technique for English 
Speaking Practice.” 
In view of theoretical framework, 
group investigation is general classroom-
organization plan in which students work in 
small group using cooperative inquiry, 
group discussion and cooperative planning 
and project (Sharan and Sharan cited in 
Slavin, 2005:24). It is a collaborative model 
classroom instructional that integrates 
interaction and communication where the 
students learn by asking questions to get the 
information and interpret it. They have to 
explore their ideas, clarify it, and make a 
report as the result of their investigation. In 
practice, the group Investigation technique 
requires the students to form small interest 
groups, plan and implement their 
investigation, synthesize the group 
members’ findings, and make a 
presentation to the entire class. 
The main focus of group 
investigation technique is the interaction 
between group learning in completing the 
task. That is why the cooperative work in 
group is needed. Cooperative learning is 
believed as a method which can increase 
the student’s interest in learning English 
especially in building speaking activity. In 
addition, by working collaboratively with 
others in a cooperative climate, students can 
share the knowledge they acquire. They 
also become aware of different points of 
view. These viewpoints will provide 
opportunities for them to discuss, reflect, 
and enhance their knowledge. 
The group investigation technique is 
categorized as information-related talk. It 
refers to speech aimed at transferring 
information on a particular topic. It is also 
very much a part of teaching-learning 
situations (Luoma, 2009:23).  As the name, 
the purposes of information-related talk are 
to get the message and to confirm that the 
listener has understood it. In the process of 
group investigation, the teacher prepared 
the topic to be investigated and carry out 
the activities necessary to prepare group 
reports, which are presented to the class as 
a whole. 
The researcher gets the data in this 
research through observation, interview and 
documentation. The result of observation 
can give the description about the class 
dynamic learning when group investigation 
is applied. Based on the result of 
observation, the percentage point for class 
dynamic learning is high with criteria good 
learning. This criteria can explain that the 
implementation of group investigation 
technique is well implemented for English 
speaking practice. Students take active part 
in completing the project, from collecting 
information until reporting the result to the 
class. This data is support by the result of 
in-depth-interview. They said that each 
member is active in doing the investigation. 
Even there is a group leader, but every 
member did the task without waiting for the 
leader’s command. They know that 
working in group need cooperation and 
they realized that they have responsibility 
to complete the project.  
Group investigation technique 
implies the student to interact with each 
other since the planning of the project, 
investigating the native speakers, until 
evaluating. In each process, the 
communicative way happened when 
students do the investigation. The new 
experience to face and investigate native 
speakers will encourage them to speak 
because they have responsibility for their 
project. This is support by the result of 
interview shows that one of advantages of 
doing group investigation is they have 
courage to speak in order to find out the 
information related to their topic.  
The other positive value of group 
investigation is it can promotes positive 
social interaction among classmates from 
different ethnic groups (Hertz-Lazarowitz et 
al., Sharan in press, Sharan et al., Sharan 
and Rich, Sharan and Shachar cited in 
Sharan and Sharan, 1990). West 
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Kalimantan contained different group 
ethnics which have different culture and 
tradition. The focus of group investigation 
in this research is the students are required 
to do the investigation among the ethnics in 
west Kalimantan, which is limited into four 
ethnic, Dayaknesse, Maduresse, Tionghoa, 
and Malay. By implementing the group 
investigation technique for speaking 
practice, the students also be trained to be 
aware the cross culture understanding. They 
will be more respect and appreciate people 
around them who ethnic are different from 
them. 
This fact is support from the result of 
interview. Students said that they are more 
active in developing new relation with new 
people and their knowledge about other 
ethnic is increasing.  Besides, through 
group investigation, they learn to keep their 
attitude to behave and speak politely to 
avoid make others feel offended. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Based on research findings that were 
presented in the previous chapter, the 
researcher concluded the result of the 
research as follows: (a) The percentage 
point of class dynamic learning shows 
77.97% with criteria good learning. This 
point is obtained from class observation 
when the group investigation technique is 
implemented. Good learning criteria can 
explain that the implementation of group 
investigation technique is well implemented 
for English speaking practice. Students take 
active part in completing the project, from 
collecting information until reporting the 
result to the class; (b) Group investigation 
technique gives students a new way to learn 
by entering the environment to find out 
what they need related to their project 
investigation; (c) From the process of group 
investigation technique, it can be explained 
that this technique promotes positive social 
interaction among classmates from different 
ethnic groups; (d) Relating to the cross 
culture understanding, the students also are 
trained to be aware about the value of 
another culture which exists around their 
environment. They will be more respect and 
appreciate people around them whose 
ethnic are different from them. 
 
Suggestions 
After doing the research and 
analyzing the results obtained, the 
researcher proposes suggestions as follows: 
(a) The ethnic group to be investigated 
should not be limited into 4 ethnics only. 
By limiting the ethnic, students can not 
explore freely where in fact there are many 
ethnics that lived in west Kalimantan they 
can investigated to get the knowledge; (b) 
Teacher should give more time for students 
to finish their project. According to them, 
one week given by teacher is not enough; 
(c) The use of media in doing presentation 
should be considered, so the process of 
delivering the presentation become 
interesting and easy to understand; (d) 
Teacher should motivate the passive 
students to be more active during the 
lesson. This relates with student ability to 
pay attention during the lesson, to 
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